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Chapter 1:

Obviousness.

T e i erse  as ar as e a  d e r m rh un v , f w c n ju g f o ou
r led e a d er e ti  is ara teri edpoo know g n p c p on, ch c z

b  a  abse e   l r  er t i  r s  as  iy n nc of co ou . Ev y h ng wo k f
bla  r at least a er  dar  bl e  ere t  be t eck, o v y k u , w o h
d mi a t im ressi  s metimes tradi ted bo n n p on, o con c y
t e lati m s i tillati   t e elestial b dies  h p nu c n on of h c o . In
t e  lar  stem  e  are  blessed  si e  e  a eh So Sy , w nc w h v
Mars  it  its  reddis  re le ti  r  r e s, w h h f c on, ou go g ou

ld s  a d   rse  t e a amari e li e artgo un n , of cou , h qu n - k E h.
T e  art  s  ea e l  bea ti l  s  bearablh E h, o h v n y u fu , o un y

e ded b  t e ma  ermi  re  d i  toff n y h hu n v n! A you y ng? I
seems s  t is im ssible  it is t e reat r s eo! I po : h C o ’ ch f
d e re  t e e it me  er e ti  e er  er’o uv , h p o of p f c on. How v , ov
t e  ears  its  em real  bl e  as  aded  a d  airh y , py u h f n

ll ti  as  t  a  ell is  eil  bet ee  t epo u on h pu y ow h v w n h
r stalli e  de t s   its  ea s  a d  t ec y n p h of oc n n h

mes s ere  t  is  belie able  T e  tita io ph . I un v ! h n c
llisi s t is la et e erie ed did t destrco on h p n xp nc no oy

it  a d  ma  t is mi s le reat re  ld a ie e, n , n, h nu cu c u , cou ch v
at  t e  imme se  i erse  as  able  t  l ilwh h n un v w un o fu f .
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ld  lle ti e  s i s ess  be  str erWou co c v uncon c ou n ong
t a  elestial e metrh n c g o y?

la et art  is s ati  r ma i d adP n E h uffoc ng, fo nk n h
 t er i e b t t  b r  ssil els a d releaseno o h cho c u o u n fo fu n

t e  e m  t at  ill  ill  it  ad  l  t erh v no h w k . B uck! Ano h
te l  ld a e i d ed a better rese tchno ogy wou h v n uc p n .

ad  l   bad  attit de   mi d  t e  ldB uck? No, u of n : h y wou
a e a sed a l t  t er r blems  st r t eh v c u o of o h p o , ju fo h
leas re   de ri  t emsel es  rdi arp u of vou ng h v . O n y
e le are res  T eir d bt l rmal  is t ep op og ! h ou fu no cy h

ti   t eir  me tal  i eber  at  a  e  i dp of h n c g. Wh c n w f n
der eat  arbarit  all  t e  i es  t e  a eun n h? B y: h v c h y h v

s i sl  se  be re rea i  a state  recon c ou y cho n fo ch ng of pu
mad ess  t e i sa it   rmalit   ere aren , h n n y of no y. Ah, wh

 reas  a d ra e  lse ere  d btedl  iyou, on n g c ? E wh , un ou y: n
t e mi d  a  e e ti al s l   t e s r a e h n of n xc p on ou , on h u f c of
a t er  la et  i  t e  l i   ma e  mano h p n , n h og c of hu n hu n

r a i ati so g n z on …
T eir  air  is  ll ted  t e  a e   m reh po u , h y h v no o

e er  res r es  a d   t e  als  a en gy ou c , n , now, h y o h v
r blems it  ater s l  t as t  be said t atp o w h w upp y! I h o h
l bal armi  as a t a ed birt da  rese tg o w ng w wo-f c h y p n .

 rse  it  br t  s me  ater  ere  it  asOf cou , ough o w wh h
disa eared  b t  at t e same time  it br t a l tpp , u , h , ough o

 ater ere t ere as alread  t  m  e eof w wh h w y oo uch. H nc ,
s me  deserts  it  l  lati  de sitieso w h ow popu on n
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be ame  li able  la es  ile  m st   t ec v p c wh o of h
er r ded  arts   t e  rld  l dedov c ow p of h wo f oo .

e e rt  r s a d r it trees ere destr edH nc fo h, c op n f u w oy ,
a d  sta a t  ater  a sed  lar e  e idemi s  asn gn n w c u g p c ,

s al  er  e  la es ere s ared  s me dr la dsu u . V y f w p c w p : o y n
 t e e ter  t e ited tates  i a a d ri aof h c n of h Un S , Ch n n Af c .

 ali r ia  at d   re er  estile tialSunny C fo n , wh o you p f : p n
ater r t e ellis  realit   r b r i  t irstw o h h h y of you u n ng h ?

it  e er e le  t e la et  t e maW h f w p op on h p n , h ny
mista es  ma  ld a e e er led t  s  ak of n wou h v n v o uch
disaster  t all   milli  m st  be  t e. Ac u y, 350 on u h
a r riate  mber   i abita ts   billi  ispp op nu of nh n : 8 on
abs rd  T ere is t e  a tit   re e ableu . h no nough qu n y of n w
e er  r s  ma  e le  e e  t  it is tn gy fo o ny p op , v n hough no

m letel  im ssible  t  r d e  a  s i ie tco p y po o p o uc uff c n
am t   d  M re er  si e  barbarit  isoun of foo . o ov , nc y
i l ded  i  ma  at re  e  m st  let  t emnc u n hu n n u , on u h
s read t  T e  m st t at er t et er i  t eirp ou . h y u no g h og h f h
le el   s i s ess  is  t  l  r  else  t ev of con c ou n oo ow, o h y

ld  e da er  t emsel es  a d  e e  tr  t  illwou n ng h v n v n y o k
e a t er  arbarit  m st t be s ieties  ate  on no h . B y u no oc ’ f .

*
          * *
*
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T e  i t s  is  ab t  t  li t   T eh Inv c u ou o f off. h
s a es i  is  massi e  t  l s  li e  a  i a tip c h p v . I ook k g g n c
albatr ss s i i  der t e im eri s s   rto h n ng un h p ou un of Po
sabel  T e  eat er  is  i e  t da  a d  t e  s  isI . h w h f n o y n h ky

rat er bl e   it is rat er  ell  a tai  mith u ; no, h … y ow! C p n S h
is er s  t be a se  t e da er  t e li tn vou , no c u of h ng of h f off,
b t be a se e t i s t at  t e die is ast  ll  isu c u h h nk h h c . A h

es a e a is ed  e is ere t da  r e m sthop h v v n h : h h o y, fo h u
i d  a t er  la et  s  t at  t e  ma  ra e  maf n no h p n o h h hu n c y

s r i e a d  er a s  start all er a ai   u v v n , p h p , ov g n. John, you
are s  sad  r rie  a d t e b tt mless ab ss o . You g f n h o o y of

r re rets are al able   a  ardl  breat eyou g p p . You c n h y h ;
 are iet  re  s i eriyou qu … A you h v ng?

arbara is e t t  im  e is t i i  ab tB n x o h . Sh h nk ng ou
er im a ees  t e  are sedated   t e  th ch p nz : h y . So, h y won’

see a t i  s t  r tr  t  es a e  li e t e lastny h ng, hou , o y o c p , k h
time  e reall  ares ab t t em  r s e is ertai. Sh y c ou h , fo h c n
t at t e  ill el  er t  dersta d  at last  h h y w h p h o un n , , why
t e  are s  di ere t r m ma s  alt  t eh y o ff n f o hu n , hough h y

a e  alm st  t e  same  e eti  material  a dh v o h g n c n
si al  ara teristi s  e  as  bee  r iphy c ch c c . Sh h n wo k ng

it  t em r t e last  ears a d as ta t t emw h h fo h 5 y n h ugh h
 t  s ea  ell  it is lear t at t e  dersta dhow o p k! W , c h h y un n

s me  rds  b t   ld  t  sa  t e  reallo wo , u I wou no y h y y
mm i ate  it  er  r  it  e  a t erco un c w h h , no w h on no h .
ere t e irst mi i s li e t em  e  did t eW h f ho n n k h ? Wh n h y
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start t  s ea   d at as t e irst rdo p k? Why? An wh w h f wo
e er s e  d  s  ater  eart    t asv pok n? Go , un, w , h? Oh, no! I w

 amI… !
eter is als  a bi l ist  e st dies t e la tP o o og : h u h p n

i d m   s ld see at e as d e i  t ek ng o . You hou wh h h on n h
ree se   t e  i t s  it  is  t e  arde  g nhou of h Inv c u : h G n of
de  t is e e  better si e t ere are  s a es  E n. I v n nc h no n k , no
dam   e  a d  alle  a els  t t e Tree A , no Ev , n no f n ng . Bu h of

t e led e  d a d e il m st be t ere  eh know g of goo n v u h : h
as la ted s  ma  di ere t s e ies  ld t eh p n o ny ff n p c . Cou n’ h

rat er l  r t e Tree  t e led e  t eh ook fo h of h know g of h
la e   ma  i  t e  i erse  er t i  as  ap c of n n h un v ? Ev y h ng h
la e  a  ti  a d  t ere re  a  mea ip c , func on n h fo n ng.

e er  it seems t at t e la e  ma  l t atesHow v , h h p c of n f uc u
r  at least  is t reall  dersta dable  deed  eo , , no y un n . In , h

is a  eleme t  t e i a ti  m ti   T e as sn n of h g g n c o on. h w p
e made im dersta d t at e as s me eonc h un n h h w o on

reall  s e ial  t all  t ese  small  reat resy p c . Ac u y, h c u
al a s  eat  t e r it  b r e b  is trees be re ew y h f u o n y h fo h
d es  t e  ma e a little le  i  attra ts t ero : h y k ho , wh ch c o h
i se ts li e t e a ts   e t t   time  t e r it isn c k h n . In n x o no , h f u
eate  b  t em  ast  ear  r  t e  er  irst  timen y h . L y , fo h v y f ,
t e  did t t  t e ea es   e d es th y no ouch h p ch . Why? H o no

 at e s is t at  it t im  a imalsknow. Wh h know h , w hou h , n
a d ma s ld star e a d disa earn hu n wou v n pp …
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T e br ette seated site im is eh un oppo h J nny.
e is a li ist  e dersta ds a d e e  s ea sSh ngu . Sh un n n v n p k

ma  di ere t la a es  i  ld be se l iny ff n ngu g , wh ch cou u fu f
t e  d i telli e t li i  bei s  m rist h y foun n g n v ng ng on E pyc II.

e is  t  reall  i ed b  t at  be a se it  isSh no y conv nc y h , c u
alm st  ertai  t at  t e  ill  t  s ea  i eseo c n h h y w no p k Ch n ,

r  ati  t is stra e  t e er  same b e t  rno … L n! I ng : h v y o j c , o
idea  al a s  r d es  ma  di ere t  idi mati, w y p o uc ny ff n o c
res lts  t is stra e be a se  r m a si al i tu . I ng c u , f o phy c po n

 ie  all ma s a e t e same lar  a d braiof v w, hu n h v h ynx n n;
s   d t t e  se t e same s ds t  all t ato, why on’ h y u h oun o c h

b e t  Matter d es t e lai  e er t i  mattero j c ? o no xp n v y h ng:
e lai s t i  i deedxp n no h ng, n !

s r a l   is seated e t t  er  e isA fo P u , who n x o h , h
a  astr si ist r a et  ell  it is t e same  en ophy c o po ; w , h ! H
is t e m st i telli e t e  t em all  a ise mah o n g n on of h , w n

 is mesmeri ed b  t e e iste e  e er t iwho z y h x nc of v y h ng,
i l di  imsel  e  ld  li e  t   t enc u ng h f. H wou k o know h
starti  i t   t e i erse a d t e reas  rng po n of h un v n h on fo
its  e iste e  t i ess  d es  t  e ist  t isx nc . No h ngn o no x : h

er r ded  reati  mes  r m  s met iov c ow C on co f o “ o h ng”.
e  t i s  t at  be re  t e  be i i   t isH h nk h fo h g nn ng of h

s met i  t ere  as  a  t t  it  its  “ o h ng”, h w hough , w h own
l i  t at  reated  t e  i ersal  m ti  T eog c, h c h un v o on. h

la etar  m ti  is t ere re t e re le ti   t ep n y o on h fo h f c on of h
m ti   t e  rim rdial  ill  T is  ea e lo on of h p o w . h h v n y
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e metr  re eals its esse e  i  is er e tig o y v nc , wh ch p f c on.
T is  l ea  s mmetr  leads t  ma  t e  lh cyc op n y y o n, h on y

reat re t at d es t al a s rea  its at re  tc u h o no w y ch n u . I
a  als  alter t er reat res  li e arbara s a esc n o o h c u , k B ’ p .

Ma  it  is  im er e ti s  a  s i sln, w h h p f c on , c n con c ou y
se  is  desti  re se  t  ll  t e  l i  choo h ny, fu o fo ow h og c of

er e ti  a d remai  i  a state  re barbaritp f c on n n n of pu y…

*
            * *
*

Test director.
 d   eel  -How o you f , John?

John.
 ad  reall  bad-… B , y .

Test director.
  mi tes be re li t-… 20 nu fo f off.

John.
 er t i  seems -… Ev y h ng OK.

Test director.
   im rta t -You know how po n
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r missi  isyou on ?

John.
rt atel  d  still t i  it is -Unfo un y! An I h nk

a st id idea t   t  t is la et a dup o go o h p n n
r a i e a reat mi ratio g n z g g on.

T e r blem is t t e la eth p o no h p n ,
it is t e e le  li e  ith p op who v on .

i e t em a t er e G v h no h on
a d t e  ill destr  itn h y w oy .

Barbara.
 i   ma  be s  b ld-John, f I y o o ,

it is t r res sibilit  t  de ideno ou pon y o c
et er it is a d r a bad ideawh h goo o .

e m st be  t at s itW u o y: h ’ !

John.
m m st  be  at m st  ll-Who u I o y, wh u I fo ow?

Test director.
 t a s rt messa e -I go ho g
r m t e reside tf o h p n …

Jenny, Peter and Paul.
 -Oh no…
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John.
a e t e s b e t  a d t a  im -Ch ng h u j c , n h nk h

r all e as t d efo h h no on !

Test director.
  mi tes be re li t-… 9 nu fo f off.

John.
li t re rders -F gh co on.

Paul.
  are t t e l  ers   is set-John, you no h on y p on who up .

e are all re ret lW g fu .
T i s ld a e bee  di ere t  b th ng cou h v n ff n , u

t e reas  a d ma it   a eh on n hu n y of f w
are erless a ai st t e t tless ess pow g n h hough n

 t e ma rit   e leof h jo y of p op .

Peter.
s i s ess a  al a s es a e-Con c ou n c n w y c p .

Jenny.
T at s at e are d i- h ’ wh w o ng.
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Test director.
 mi tes be re li t  -5 nu fo f off.

e ti s rem edConn c on ov .

Barbara.
at ill e i d-Wh w w f n ?

e  at e lea e be i d  W know wh w v h n ,
b t at ill e i du wh w w f n ?

Peter.
T e arde   de   e s- h G n of E n. I hop o.

Jenny.
met i  better   at t e art-So h ng . Look h E h.

t is bearable ereI un h .

Paul.
lit de  b i sl-So u , o v ou y.

Jenny.
at d   mea  b  t at-Wh o you n y h ?

Paul.
Ma  is t e l  i telli e t reat re - n h on y n g n c u

i  t e e dless i ersen h n un v .
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Jenny.
m rist  is art s t i  sister-E pyc II E h’ w n ,

 ld t e i d why wou n’ w f n
i telli e t li i  bei s  its s r a e  n g n v ng ng on u f c ?

Paul.
e a se ma  is t e aim  t e reati  -B c u n h of h C on.

e is t e res lt  a de isi  t  H h u of c on, no of
t e im leme tati   material a t rsh p n on of f c o .

Test director.
 mi tes be re ta e-2 nu fo k off.

Mai  e i e n ng n on.

Barbara.
 ill e i d alm d trees -…W w f n on

 m riston E pyc ?

Peter.
  d t t i  s-No, I on’ h nk o.

Barbara.
 li e t  see t em bl m i  ebr ar-I k o h oo n F u y

ile at re is still asleewh n u p.

Paul, Jenny and John.
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